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A minutes of the Community & Communications Committee  
held on Tuesday 28 April 2026 

commencing at 6.30pm  
at the CPCC Community Hub, Springfield Boulevard, Springfield 

This meeting was open to the Public 
 

 
 
         Members Present 
  Cllr L Adura (arrived at 18:41)   Cllr V Dixon      
  Cllr K Kavarana (Chair)   Cllr B Macharia    
  Cllr F Mangan     Cllr M Petchey    
 
          In attendance 
           T Jones, Community Officer/Committee Clerk 
    
56/25  Apologies for Absence  
  Cllr J Howard  - personal commitment 
  Cllr R McCafferty - work commitment 
  Cllr J Messant - personal commitment 
 
57/25  Declarations of Interest 
  None 

 
58/25  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the meeting held 19 February 2026, having been previously circulated 
were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

 
59/25  Public Involvement – Deputations, Petitions and Questions 

None 
 

60/25  Grants 
 

i. MK Parks Trust  (Grant Application 001/26-27/Sect 137) 
Committee considered an application from MK Parks Trust for £750.00 to sponsor the mobile 
climbing wall for 11-17 yr olds at the Big Park Hangout Event at Willen Lake on 5 September. 
  
 Committee resolved to recommend to Council that the grant be awarded in full. 
 
Committee also resolved that the event and CPCC’s contribution should be actively advertised, 
with Cllr Dixon offering to deliver a craft activity for teenagers alongside the climbing wall 
activity, if appropriate. 
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ii. MK Gallacticos FC  (Grant Application 003/26-27/Sect 137) 
Committee considered an application from MK Gallacticos FC for £1000.00 towards their 
Annual Awards Ceremony. 
 
 Committee resolved to award £500. 
 
Cllr Adura arrived during the course of this item. 
 

iii. Yoga for Health Alliance MK  (Grant Application 004/26-27/Sect 137) 
Committee considered an application from the Yoga for Health Alliance MK for £1000.00 
towards the International Yoga Day event in Willen. 
 
 Committee resolved to award the grant in full. 
 

iv. Frank Howe Court Social Club  (Grant Application 002/26-27/Sect 137) 
Committee considered an application from Frank Howe Court Social Club for £400.00 towards 
the purchase of a gas barbeque for resident and public events. 
 
 Committee resolved to award the grant in full. 
 

v. Grant Evaluation - Willen Residents Association  
Committee noted the report received from Willen Residents Association in relation to the grant 
of £490 awarded in October 2025 towards the purchase of a bench for the pond area. 
 

vi. Grant Evaluation - Spinal Injuries Association 
Committee noted the report received from Spinal Injuries Association in relation to the grant of 
£990 awarded in July 2025 towards the purchase of a branded gazebo to be used at events to 
spread awareness and support to disabled residents. 
 

vii. Awake to Know Africa (Grant Application 017/25-26/Sect 137) 
Committee noted that due to circumstances beyond their control, Awake to Know Africa have 
confirmed that they are unable to deliver the project for which a grant of £1000 was awarded in 
October 2025.  The grant payment has not been released. 

 
61/25 Community Projects - Programme & Priorities 2025/26 

 
i. Councillor run Community Events 

To standardise the process for Councillors seeking approval to run community events for CPCC 
and to ensure that all elements of event planning are considered, Committee considered and 
approved the ‘Councillor Community Event Proposal’ form, to be completed and submitted for 
Committee consideration and approval prior advertising or committing to the delivery of any 
community event/s.   

 
ii. New Applications for free use of CPCC Community Spaces 

Committee noted the outcome of the following free use applications received since the last 
meeting.    
a. NHS Early Intervention Psychosis Team –– awarded free use of Springfield Centre for a 

monthly Carers Support Group. 
b. NHS Early Intervention Psychosis Team awarded free use of the Chamber & Nest to hold 

their 20th Anniversary Celebration Event on 12 June. 
c. CHUMS MK Young Carers – awarded free use of the Springfield Centre to hold a support 

group session (one-off) for young carers & their families. 
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d. MK Stoma Support Group - awarded free use of the Chamber & Nest to hold their Open Day 
Event on 17 October. 

e. Willows & Orchard Schools - awarded free use of the Café space to hold their parents coffee 
morning on 21 May. 

 
iii. Review of Free Use of CPCC Community Spaces 

Committee reviewed the following Free Use of CPCC Community Spaces and consider 
extending the approved period of use for a further 6 months. 
a. Keeping Kids off the Streets CIC (KKOTS) – Oldbrook Centre, Mondays 6-8pm weekly.   

 
Committee resolved to extend the free use of the Oldbrook Centre for a further 3 months, with 
KKOTS being required to provide a report on the usage and impact of the sessions delivered so 
far before the next review. 
 

iv. School Holiday Activities 
a. Easter Holiday 

Committee received a verbal update on the activities held during the Easter Holiday, noting 
the success of the activities held. 
 

b. May Half Term 
Committee received an update on the activities planned for the May Half Term Holiday, 
including Kids Craft Club on Tues 26 May, Dr Bike Service on Wed 27 May to be run alongside 
a Neighbourhood Scan event co-ordinated by Cllr Whild & Leap/MK PEP and Family Film 
Club on Fri 29 May. 
 

c. Summer Holiday 
Committee received a verbal update on the plans and ideas for activities to be held during 
the Summer Holidays resolving to grant delegated powers to the Community Officer to put 
an activity programme in place with a maximum budget of £3000 (Community Budget 
399/4192). 

 
v. The Great Big Green Week 

The Committee received a verbal report on the activities being organised to support The Great 
Big Green Week, 6-14 June. 
 

vi. Community Summer Picnic 
Committee considered and agreed in principle the outline plans for and the proposed date of 
Saturday 15 August for the annual Community Summer Picnic.  The event is to be held at the 
CPCC Community Hub.  A detailed Councillor Community Event proposal will be presented to 
the Committee by Cllr Cole at the next meeting. 
 

vii. Youth Street Art Project 
Committee considered and resolved to commission Educreate to work in partnership with us 
to deliver a two-phase Youth Street Art project with aimed at engaging 12-16 year olds in a 
creative art project.  Phase 1 will run over 12 weeks teaching techniques, developing ideas and 
design skills which will culminate in the creation of presentation ready artwork that can be used 
in the delivery of Phase 2 of the project.  CPCC have the opportunity to determine the scope of 
the project and a theme for the design work development.  Phase 2 of the project will see the 
agreed design come to life, with an artist creating the final design, involving the young people in 
the process.  The project will be captured through film and photography which can be used to 
share the journey with our residents. 
The cost for delivering the project are Phase 1 - £3500 & Phase 2 - £1550(estimate) 
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Committee further resolved that the project should be funded from the Youth Provision budget 
(399/4806) 
 

viii. Sound Healing 
Committee noted that following the decision to hold more Sound Healing sessions for CPCC 
residents, another session is being organised for June/July 2026, with the date to be confirmed.  
To support the delivery costs, residents will be asked to contribute £10 per person (paid in 
advance) to attend the session. 
 

ix. Yoga Classes 
In line with the approved Wellbeing Programme budget, Committee considered and approved 
running a second Yoga for Health programme in the Autumn 2026.  The intention of the second 
programme will be for it to be an evening session, potentially leading to the provision of an 
ongoing evening yoga class if the level of resident demand supports this.  The daytime yoga 
classes will continue as normal. 

 
62/25 Homeground 

i. Committee considered and approved the proof of the May edition of Homeground magazine, 
noting that some additional content would be created by the Community Officer to fill the 
vacant space.  
 

ii. Committee noted the feedback received following the publication of the February edition of the 
magazine. 

 
63/25 Terms of Reference Review 

Committee reviewed its Terms of Reference proposing that the suggested changes be adopted 
at the Annual Meeting of Council in May 2026. 

 
64/25 Date of Next Meeting 

Tuesday 26 May 2026 
 


